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4 Letter. from a Freeholder, to the ref# of the Freeholders' of 
ENGLAND, and al Others, who bave Votes in the Choice 
of Parliament-Men. 


HE Power of Parliament;, when they are duly Ele&cd, and 
rightly Convened, is fo very Great, that every man, who has 
any (hafe in the Choice of them, has the weight of his whole 

Country lying upon him : For it is poſſible for my ſingle Vote to de- 
texmine the EleQion of that Parliament-Man, whoſe ſingle Vote in the 
Parliament-Houſe, may cither ſave or fink the Nation. And therefore 
it- behoves men, who thus diſpoſe both of themſclves and their Poſteriry, 
and of their whole Gountry at once, to ſee that they put all theſe into 
ſafe hands, and to be as well advis'd, as much in earneſt, when they chuſe 
Perſons to ſerve in Parliament, as they uſually are when they make their 
laſt Will and Teſtament. And if this is to be done at all times, certain- 
ly a much greater proportion of Care is to be taken at this Time, when 


endeavours have been uſed, rot only to foreſtal the Freedom of EleRions, 
but even the” Freedom of Voting in the Partiament- Houſe : and when 


the Counties of England have been praQtiſed upon, to be made Repeat 
ers, both within doors and without : They have been Catechiſed, whe- 
ther, if they were Parliament.Men, they would Repeal the Penal Lars 
and Teſts; or, if they were not Choſen themſelves, whether they would 
Chuſe ſuch as would. And as for the. Boroughs, they have been all of 
them Sifted to the very Bran : nay, ſome Perſons have been wrought up- 
on to enter into Engagements before-hand, in their Addreſſes : Bur, I 
ſuppoſe, thoſe that have been fo very forward to promiſe themſelves to 
ſerve a Turn, will never be thought worthy to ſerve in Parliament, And 
at the ſame time others have made it their bufine(s, to render theſe Laws 
very odious to the People, and to hoot them out of the World 3 they 
have been Arraign'd and Condemn'd as Draconicks, as Bloudy and Canibal 
Laws, as Vngodly Laws, and contrary to the Divine Principle of Liber- 
ty f CONSCIENCE, without the common Juſtice of ever being 
Heard : For the Preambles of theſe Laws, which ſhew the Juſtice and E- 
quity of them, and the reaſonableneſs both of their Birth and Continuance, 
have been induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed. Thisindeed has been a very bold Ad- 
venture, for | am apt to think there is much truth in my Lord Chiet Juſtice 
's Obſervation , That never any Subjefi Wreftled a Fall with the Laws 

land, bus they always broke bis Neck, And therefore, according to 
' the Courtclic of England, I ſhall wiſh Friend Filiam Pen, and his Fellow- 
Y . Gamgſiers, a good Deliverance. __ while they have taken the liberty 
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to ſay their Pleaſure of theſe Laws, which are now in as full Force as the 
day (hey were made, I (hall take Jeave, according to the Duty of a Loyal 
Sabjet, (with whom the Laws of 'the Land are a Principle, and who 
muſt always own the Majeſty and Authority of them, Hill fach time as 
they are lawfully Repealed) to offer a few words in their behalf, which 
ſhall be ditated by nothing but Law, Truth, and Juſtice 3 and if every 
word- that I ſay, do not appear to be ſuch, I am.content to have this 
whole Paper go for nothing, and be as if it had never been written. 

And to proceed the more clearly and diſtinQly, I ſhall (1&) conſider 
the Penal Laws ( as they are called ) againſt the Papiſts, and the two 
Tets : And (2dly) the Penal Laws againſt the Difſenters. 

In the Statute 3* Facobi c. 1, which is read every Fifth of November, 
in our Churches, the Laws «made againſt the Papilts in Queen Eliga- 
beth's time, and the Gonhrmation of them ko Joceb (agaiolt which the 
great Out-cry is now made, and for the fake of which, they then attem- 
pted to blow UP both'the King and Parliament ) are called Neceſſary and 
Religion Laws : And if I prove them to be undoubtedly ſuch, I hope the 
y 


People of England will look upon them an hundred times, before 
they part with them once. | | +4 

 Firft, The Laws againſt the Papiſts are Religiou Laws 3-they are Laws 
madefor the high Honour.of G OD, as well as for the common Profit of 
the Realm, which is the old Ticle of all our Laws, and is the right End 
to which all Laws ought to be directed, But why are they called Penal 
Laws, for have not all Laws a Penalty annexed to them? Perhaps they 
mean, that theſe are Laws which interpoſe in Matters indifferent, fuch as 
is the cating of Fleſh on Frideys. -But is not Popery Malum in ſe ? Is 
Idolatry an Evil only by chance, and by happening to be prohibited? Is 
not the Worſhip of a Wafer God, an Onien God, or a Red-cloth God, 
an unſpeakable Diſhonour to the GO D of Heaven, in all places, in eve- 
xy ſeaſon. of the Year, every day of the Week, and all hours of the Day ? 
Is it not eternally Evil? The Laws of the Land found Idolatry prohibi- 
ted to their hands, by the written Law of G O D, and even antecedent- 
ly to that, it was prohibited by the Law of Naturez and no Municipal 
Laws in the World need delire a better Warrant: And therefore to Re- 
al the Lows made againlt the 14! of the. Maſi, 4gnus Dei's, Blocks Al- 
mighty, and the infinite [dolatry which is interwoven with JIgperp,. is 

neither more nor leſs, than toundertake'to Repcal the Laws of GO D. 
2dly, The Laws made againſt the Seminary Prietis and Romiſh Mifi- 
oners, are Religious Laws, becaulc they are made in pugſuance of St, Fobn's 
Precept, 2 Epitt. 10. 11. 1F there come any unto yau, and bting -ndt this do- 
frine, receive him not into your houſe, neither bid him Gatk ſpeed : For be tbat 
biddeth him God-fpeed, is partaher of this evil deeds. Bat.do the $eminaries 
come 
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ther As an{weradly proved upon them, in the Se- 
cond Pat of bis i Tr hp HAS ENT: And 45 Av ark Bs pri- 
vyate manis bound to (hut regs lc Deceivers and Stgiicers, by 
the ſame reaſon every Community is pain to'expel and'drive them opt of 
the Nation. And 1 think thexe never were ſuch erxant Cheats and Impoſtqrs 
as theſe are : for they, by their Maſſes, ca fetch Souls our of Purgatory, of 
their own putting, Ip 3 they can fexgine vis, i in. the Sacrament of Gon Mi- 
on x; they can drive away the Deyil, with Croj es and Holy Witerj and they 
gn foams thcir God, in the Sacrament. They make a Gd! they make 
addin 
7 wr 21y, The Laws againſt the Papifts, arc called Neceſſary Laws, and 
ſo they were to the very Being of he Kingdom. Ip the hell of Fliz beth, 
the Oath of Supremacy was abſol ately ceſſary.to throw off the Rimi 
'Yake, and that intollerab]e Uſurpation ay yrannyof the Pope; udder which 
bothr.the Crown and Kingdom were perfeR Slaves: And aft © wards, was ic 
not time to look after the Rope*s Chaplains, when they had railed a Rebellion 
in the North, and he himfelfhad ſent a Bull toDepoſe the Queep, ard fo Ab- 
LN Fubjec from t p'y All Flaps? NG Tennent phe continual 
th 7, in the, Popi ty always 1 
mos. Yn N. Cpeen.s Save oF deluded roteſtunts; mags jon 4 
cat - eo the Papilts, That Proteſtants ſhould be ſo infatuated, 'as to 
0 cen of Scets totheir own Definenon: as is to bc ſcen in Sir Fran- 
am's Letter, written Paris, ſtill extant in the Cabala of Let- 
Fuck, _ ore, it appears by hg esof all thole Statutes in that Rag n, 
that the Kingdom e EyEty ONE. 2-104 in their own Defefice, and to 
Pecſerve themſclyes from Popilh ; ual and that the Nation had aticcly 
_periſhed without them... 
god then in Kings F Jew: *s time, Did not th «” $ 5 gg under how ve- 
Sa _ of = Culpo and wer de $:m 8 ny laid G7; 
rrels. 0 Der v o And 
pot high time 60 _ ands by De ont (' Ai ws 
ly conhning them to their rear nilhing them, ten Miſes from London, 
by diſabling them not anly from all Offices, byt from being in any publick 


Employment, and. by thorow)y diſarming them, ſy mah as Fom. Ws 


was it not time, in the late Kiog's: eight o pit'p w "life. jnep the 
=; Ads, by the addition of a Teſt, w {ak PIER otten.the 
_ Office .of the Kingdom into their bags ? An Ts e] he Par- 
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And if theſe were all of them Neceſſary Laws. when they were made, they 
are become ten times moxe Neceſſary ſince : for now Popery has Belet us, and 
and Heramed ys in on cv yſide.. We havean Army of Pricits and” Jeſtites, 
the true Fore-runners of nttchitſt, in the'Bowels of the Kingdom'; nay, 
the Pape himſc)f, who by ſeveral Laws is declared to be the publick Enemy of 
the Kingdom, has anrived ſome time fince.in his Nuncio, and is now Compal: 
ſing the Land.ig his For Apoſtolick Uicars. 'And therefore to talk of 
Repealing Laws, Wag we want the ſtricteſt Execution of them, is talk bnly 
tit for Bedlam 2 and. 
the greateli Neceſſity for 
Life, and is Felo de ſe |. Y | 

Secondly, 1 come now to the Penal Laws againſt the Difſenters, concerni 
which, 1 ſhall ay the le(s, becauſe G O D's time for the Repealing of thoſe 
Laws is not yet cow wr or if -they cannot be Repealed in this junRture of 
time, unleſs the Dit rs put forth their hands to the ſerting up of JD9- 
latry, then' they cannot be Repealed : and therefore what cannot be now 
done without manifeſt, Impicty, muſt even be let alone till it can be done 
with a good Conſcience, ' As for the good Diſpoſition which is in the Con» 
formiſts, to'Repeal-thoſe Laws, with the firſt Opportunity, that is always to 


n, mult be concluded'to be weary of its own 


"be meaſured by Actions rather <a Words, and therefore't ſhalt give f Pony” 


an Inſtance 6f it in the Bill for Repealing the 25th of Elizabeth, which paſ- 
ſed'both Houſes, of a Church of England Parliament, tho the Difſenters loſt 
the Benefit of that Pledge, and Earneſt of their Good-will, and are not Ig- 
-norant which way it was, loſt. But in the mean time, if our Diſſenting Bre- 
' thren ſhould endeavour to get theſe Laws Repealed, by parting on theit fide 
-with:the Laws againſt Popery, then I begg of them to minde the plain Eng- 
lith-of ſuch Conditions. It is as if the Diſſenters (ſhould fay thus to the Pa- 
piſt : Do you help us to ſet up Meeting- Houſes, and we will do as much for 
your Maſi-Honſes : let but. the pure. Worſhip of GOD be eſtabliſhed with- 
- out Ceremonies, apd we'4te content, that Idolatry itſelf ſhall go ſhare and 
"ſhare Tike, in the ſame Eſtabliſhment :. to make a Magna Chart which ſhall 
be equal, let CHRIST have his part in it, 'avd Anttch2tft ſhall be ſure to 
| have his : our buſineſs is to receive the Sacrament without Kneeling ; and 
upon that Condition, we will joyn in the making of Laws, which ſhall Au- 
- thorize the Deitying a bit of Bread, the Worſhſpping of ir for a God, the Pray- 
ing to it, Idolatry, Blaſphemy, any thing in the World for them that like it, 
Now is not th's a very fairSpeect, and does it not well become the nnouths 
of Proteftants ! 1 would fain preſs this home upon the Conſciences, both 
of thoſe Difſentexs who are hired, and of thoſe who are not hired, to labour 
the Repeal of oux Laws: Do you fear the Informers more than G O D? 
Will you, for the lake of. your little Conveniencics, do the greateſt Evits, 
which you kriow to be ſuch >? You know in your very Hearts, that the 
Worſhip of Images, Crofles, and of a Wafer, is abominable Idolatry 3- that 
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 Kitlop which Repeals Neceſſary Laws, when it has ' 
We 
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the half Communion is Sacriledge 3 and that many other Points of 2opery 
are Blaſphemous Fables: And will you ſet up thig for one of your Re- 
ligions, as by Law eſtabliſhed ? Will you,go all that hands can do, to entail 
Jdolatry upon the Nation, not only Removendo probibens, as Divines deſtin- 
guiſh, by pulling down the Laws which hinder it, but alſo Promovendo adju- 
vans, and by making a perpetual Magna Charts for it? The Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of a Country do denominate that Country ;, if Atheiſm were here 


' Authorized by Law, this would be an Atheiſtical Nation; and if Dolatry 


be ſet up by Law, it is an Idolatrous Nation; and all that have any hand in it, 
make it the Sin of the Nation, as well as theirown. Think therefore of theſe 
things in time, before you have involved both yourſelves and your Country in 
a miſerable Eſtate 3 and remember poor Francis Spira who went againſt Light. 
But, 21y, there is juſt as much Prudence as Conſcience in theſe Proceed- 
ings; For by Repealing the Laws againſt JPOperp, you Reverſe the Outlaw- 
ry, and take off choſe legal Diſabilities which the Papiſts now lie under, and 
which have hitherto tied their hands from Deſtroying Hereticks, When Pa- 
piſts ſhall be Right Juſtices and Sheriffs, and not Counterfeits, when they ſhall 
be Probi & legales bomines, and paſs Muſter in Law, when they fhall be both 
our Legal Judges and our Lawful Juries, and when Protefiants come to be 
Tryed by their Country, that is to lay, by their Twelve Poptſh Godfa- 
thers, they may caſily know what ſort of Bleſſing they are toexpet, The 
Papiſts want nothing but theſe Advantages, to make a fair riddance of all Pro- 
teſtants 3 for we. {ce by ſeveral of their late Pamphlets, that if any thing be 
ſaid againſt Popcry, they have a great dexterity in laying it Trealon. Now 
this is a civil way of Anſwering Arguments, for which we are bound to-thank 
them, becauſe it ſo plainly diſcovers what they would be at, if it were in their 
Power. But how comes it to be Treaſon to ſpeak againit a Religion which is 
ieſelf High Treaſon, and is Proſcribed by ſo many Laws ? Why, their Me- 
dium is this, That Popery is the King's Religion, and therefore, by an Inau- 
en1o, what is ſaid againſt that, is meant againlt him. But is there any Law 
of England, that Popery ſhall be the King's Religion? Or is it Declared by a- 
ny Law, that Popery cither is, or can be his Religion * On the other hand, 
we are enabled by an Act in this very Reign, to Pronounce Popery to be a 
Falſe Religion, and to Aſſert the Religion which is now Profeſſed in the Church 
of England, and Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Realin, to be the Trae Chriſtian 
Religion. AG for Building St. Anne's Church, p.133. But theſe Gentlemen 
it ſeems are for Hanging men without Law, or again Law, or any howz and 
therefore we thank them again, for being thus plain with us bcfore-hand, 
Now if they be thus Inſolent, when they are fo very Obvoxious themſelves, 
and have Halters about their own Necks, with what a Rod of Iron Will they 
Rule us, whcn they axe our Maſters ! * What havock will they then make of 
the Nation, when we zlready ſce Magdalen-Colledge, which was lately a Flou- 
riſhing Society of Proteſtants, now made Oen of Jefſuites ; and that done 
to 
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too in fuch a way, as ſhakes all the PROPERTY in Exgland? Or who can 
be ſafe, after our Laws arc Repealed, when Endeavours have been lately uſed, 
to extraQt Sedition even out of Prilifers and Tears, and the Biſhops Humble Pe- 
tition was threatned to be made a Treaſonable Libel ? 

But here the Diſſenters have a plauſible Excuſe for themſelves : For ſay 
they, We have now an opportunity of getting the Laws which are againſt us 
Repealed, which is clear Gain 3 and as for our refuſing to Repeal the Laws 
againſt Popery, there is nothing gotten by that, either to us or to any body 
elſe ; for they are already as good as Repealed by the Diſpenſing Pow- 
er 2 and therefore ſuch Diſcourſe as this, only adviſes us to ttand in our own 
light, without doing any good to the Nation at all; for there will be Popiſh 
Fuſtices, Sheriffs, Judges, and Juries, whether we will or no, for whatſoever 
we refuſe todo, the £Dffpeniing Power will ſupply. 

To which I Anſwer, Do you keep your hands off from Repealing the Laws, 
tet who will Contravene or Tranſgreſs them, for then you are free from the 
Bloud of all Men ; you have no ſhare in the Guile of thoſe Miſchiefs which 
befal your Country, which would, ſooner or later, be a heavy Eurden, and a 
dead Weight upon the Confcicnce of any Protefiant, But belides, let the 
Laws alone, and they will defend both themſelves and us too : For if the Law 
fays, That a Papiſt ſhall not, nor cannot have an Office, then he ſhall not nor 
cannat 3 For who can fpeak Louder than the LAWS ! 

As for a Diſpenſing Power, inherent in the King, which can ſet aſide 
as many of the Lows of the Land as he picaſes, ard Suſpend the Force and Ob- 
ligation of them, (which has been lately held forth by many Falſe and Unlaw- 
ful Pamphlets) che Diſſenters know very well that there is no ſuch thing but 
that no body may pretend Ignorance, 1 thall here prove, in very few words, 


That by the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, the King caunot have ſuch a Df- 


ſpenſing Power ; unleſs Diſpenſing wich the Laws, and Executing the 
Laws be the ſame thing 3 and unleſs both kceping the Laws himſclf, and cau- 
ling them to be kept by all others, be the Engliſh of Diſpenting with them : 
For in the Statute of Proviſore, 25th Edw. 3. c. 25, we have this laid down 
for Law, That the King is bound to Execute thoſe Statutes which are Un- 
repealed, and to cauſe them to be kept as the Law of the Realm : the words 
are theſe, ſpeaking of a Statute made in the time of Edward the Firſt, Which 
Statute boldeth always his Force, and was never Defeated or Annulled in any point, 
And by ſomuch our Soveraign Lord the King is bound by bis Oath to do, the ſame to 
be kept as the Law of this Realm, altbough by Sufferance and Negligence it hath 
fince been attempted to the contrary. So that the Coronation Oath, ard the Dt- 
ſpenſing Power, are here by King Edward the Third, and his Parliament, 
Declared to be utterly Inconfiftent. Now the Coronation Oatb is a Funda» 
mental Lew of this Kingdom, for it is antecedent to the Oath of Allegiance. 
Accordingly if you look upon the Coronation Oath in the Parliament Rowl, 1tt 
Hey. 4th, you thal there find, that in the third Branch of tr, the King _—_ 
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and Promiſes upon his Oath, That the Laws ſhall be Kept and Protetled by him, 
ſecundum Vires ſuas, to the wtmoſt of bis Power z and therefore he has no Pow- 
er left him to Diſpenſe withal. 
By which it appears, that thoſe men are the wretched Enemies both of the 
King and Kingdom, who wovld fain perſwade the King that he has this Df- 


, vo Power ; becauſe therein they endeavour to perſwade him, that 


erjury is his Prerogative. Heretofore, in Treſilsan's time, ſome of the O- 
racles of the Law were conſulted, Whether it could ſtand with the Law of 
the Kingdom, that the King might Obviate and Withſtand the Ordinarces 
concerning the King ard the Kingdom, which were made in the laſt Parlia- 
ment, by the Peers and Commons of the Realm, with the King's Aﬀſent, though 
(as the Courtiers ſaid) forced in that behalf? And they made Anſwer, That 
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the King might Annul ſuch Ordinances, and Change them at his pleaſure, into | 


a better faſhion, becauſe he was above the Laws, Kryghton Col.2693., Now 
this was very Falſe Law, as thoſe Judges found afterwards to their Coſt 3 
and it was grounded on the worſt Reafon that could be: For they mult needs 
know from all their Books, and from the Mirror in particular, p. 282. That 
the fir and Soveraign Abufion of the Law (that is, the chief Contrariety and 
Repugnancy to it) is for the King to be above the Law, whereas be ought to be 
Subjed to it, as is contained in ba Oath. Neither could they he gona! of 
that Argument which the Peers uſed, to ſhew the Abſurdity of ſuch a ſu 
poſition ; it is Recorded in the Armats of Barron, fet forth, as I take it, by 
Mr. Obadiah Walker. Si Rexeſt ſupra Legem, tunc e(t extra Legem; Num Rex 
Anglie eft Exlex ? If the King be above the Law Ahen he is without the 
Law. What ! is the King of England an Outlaw? And as for the words 
of Bratton, they were too plain either to need a Comment or Tranſlation, Rex 
babet Superiore Deum, item Legem per quam fatius eft Rex, item Curiam ſuam, 
ſeil. Comites & Barones. As likewiſe thoſe other words of his, Vbj Volun- 
tas Imperat & non Lex, ibi non eſt Rex : Where he makes it-the very Efſence 
of our King, to Govern according to Law. 

Having therefore ſhewn, that the Laws are always in full Force till the 
are Revoked by the ſame Authority which made them, and that all Perfons 
whatſoever are bound to the Laws, ard that the Laws themſelves were ne- 
ver in Bondage to any Man 3 we know from thence, what we are to conclude, 
concerning thoſe Papiſis, who pretend to be in Office, in Detiance to the Laws, 
We had once a miſchievous DiltinQion of Sheriffs de Faure, and Sheriffs de 
Fado; but thoſe, who pretend to be in Office without taking the TE ST, ge 
no Officers either in Right or in Fad: for the 25 Car. 3. lays, That their 
Offices are ipſo fafo, void, and then thoſe Officers are ipſo fa&o, no Officers, 
and can do us no more hurt than if they were under Ground ; and therefore 
we need not trouble our Heads about them, though they may in all likelihood 
fall under the Care and Conſideration ofa Parliament. 
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Gile, with the Flatteries of his C z for "the late Merit of Ms Ns 
kind ? And therefore if Den will doings m order, let them ire rx bee breed For T- 
Tiſh Wolves, and give them yo Urs: 3 ter them dig down their W4l letio 
rhe Sca 3 let them begin with (ome ſe Preliminaries, before they think = 
the A i inſt Yopery, and of lertifig looſe ſuch Conſciences as theſe upoti 
| ude therefore,” It hi gi pm you, in the Choice of RE mien, to de- 
tins al-choſe men, who are will Conſent-to ſo Grear and fo Fatal a 2s the 
gepel of, fo moe $09 at once 3 which would plainly expoſe the yea hae Reljſon to be 
allowed u ou want men hikeahcir Ancefiors , who had the clplution 
WM te'in Patliametir, Nolumas L?fts Anglie Wutari; V. c will not have. qo of 
4txd Alrered. Chuſe ſuch as will nor tetray the-Great Truſt 4 Fr nk [ot theny. The W 
. Tag ElcAions ſays, That you Im powthyour Repreſemacives ; ther therefore for what 
yu Ba a+ 0p ; for the 5. Preſervarion of mh Fr Rehigion,and 
1 wn and nor for their Ape She you aye dane this,. ws, 
care you can, you have done'your Durics : I haye _— 
God ES your Eleitions. 
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